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NEXT EVENT 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVES NOVEMBER 2014 

Join VSAE at the Richmond Marriott 
Downtown on Friday, December 5th as we 
celebrate the holidays at the much-
anticipated annual VSAE Holiday 
Luncheon & Silent Auction. This is one 
of our most well-attended events of the year.  

Recognize Your Colleagues 
At the Holiday Luncheon VSAE bestows 
its annual Awards of Excellence. These 
awards recognize members who have 
shown consistent leadership and 
dedication to VSAE and our industry. Be 
there to congratulate your colleagues on 
their achievements. 

Many members bring their entire staff and 
make this their office holiday party. So 
sign up your entire staff to attend. 
 
Register today at www.vsae.org/holiday.  
 
Donate to the Silent Auction 
Please consider donating an item to the 
Silent Auction. Donating to the silent 
auction is one of the best ways to promote 
your organization to association 
executives, while supporting a 
charitable endeavor. It also helps 
VSAE continue to deliver high quality 
educational programming to executives in 
the association management industry. 
 
Be creative with the donation. Some 
suggested items include gift baskets, 
getaway packages, dinner certificates, 
dine around weekends, framed artwork, 
and so on. Like last year, there is also a 
Silent Auction Fund for members who 
would prefer to make a cash donation. All 
funds will be used to purchase additional 
auction items. 

(Continued on page 3) 

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON & SILENT AUCTION 

NEW LOBBYIST DISCLOSURE & REPORTING 

REQUIREMENTS 
On Friday, October 24th, VSAE held a 
special seminar on the new lobbyist ethics 
laws that recently passed the Virginia 
General Assembly. David Poole, 
Executive Director of the Virginia Public 
Access Project (VPAP), came and gave 
an in depth presentation on the changes 
and what they mean for those who lobby 
the General Assembly. 
 
These new requirements were a result of 
House Bill 1211 (HB 1211). This bill took 
effect on July 1, 2014. It created an Ethics 
Advisory Council, changed the reporting 
period from annual to semi-annual for 
lobbyists, and put a $250 limit on 
ñtangibleò gifts from lobbyists, among 
other things.  

Several charts of some of the key changes 
and deadlines can be found on page 4. 
 
Key Definitions 
Gift - Anything valued at $50 or more is 
considered a gift. 
Tangible gift - A thing of value that does 
not lose its value upon the happening of 
an event or expiration of a given date. 
Intangible gift - A thing of temporary 
value or a thing that upon the happening 
of a certain event or expiration of a given 
date loses its value. 
Immediate family - A spouse or any child 
(a) under age 18, who (b) resides in the 
same household as the officer or 
employee and (c) who is a dependent of 
the officer or employee. 

Holiday Luncheon &  
Silent Auction 
December 5, 2014 

Richmond Marriott Downtown 
 

Schedule 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Registration & Silent Auction 
 
11:45 a.m. 
Lunch & Awards Program 
 
1:30 p.m. 
Adjourn 

Holiday Luncheon & Silent 
Auction 
December 5th  
Richmond Marriott Downtown 
 
January Monthly Meeting 
January 9th (not the first Friday) 
Hilton Garden Inn Richmond 
Downtown 
 
February Monthly Meeting 
February 6th  
Omni Richmond Hotel 

(Continued on page 4) 



PAGE  2 VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVES 

I will admit it. I am a social media convert. 
There was a time when I found social 
media to be nothing more than a creative 
way to avoid actual human contact. Over 
time, I came to see the value it brings to 
associations, and now I believe it should 
be an integral part of any association's 
communications strategy. 
 
However, along with all the benefits social 
media offers come an equal number of 
risks associations must manage. 
Associations should be especially vigilant 
about three in particular; defamation, 
intellectual property infringement and 
antitrust violations. 
 
Defamation 
For whatever reason, when people 
communicate using a keyboard, they 
become braver and make statements 
they would never make in person, 
including statements that may be 
defamatory. The nature of the Internet 
increases the risk. Publishing a 
defamatory statement is as easy as 

typing a nasty comment and clicking 
"post." A statement published online is 
often out there forever and can be easy to 
find. All a plaintiff's attorney has to do is 
search for the defamatory statement, hit 
"print" and head to the courthouse. 
 
Why is this important to associations? 
Increasingly, associations host social 
media platforms where members and 
staff can post comments. This exposes 
associations to defamation liability on two 
fronts; for comments posted by staff and 
for those by third parties. 
 
An association should assume that 
comments posted by an employee on its 
website can result in liability. To mitigate 
this risk, the organization should have a 
well-crafted social media policy, drafted 
by an attorney, which addresses who on 
staff has permission to post on the 
association's sites. Specific social media 
risk-management training should be 
provided to those authorized staff, and all 
staff should receive training on social 
media best practices and risk 
management annually. This training 
should be supplemented with risk-
management communications throughout 
the year. 
 
Recent National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) decisions require social media 
policies to be narrowly drawn to protect 
employee speech about the terms and 
conditions of employment. The NLRB has 
jurisdiction over all non-supervisory 

employees, not just union employees, so 
it is critical to work with an attorney 
familiar with this area of the law when 
drafting a social media policy. 
 
With respect to third-party or member 
postings, associations enjoy considerable 
protection under federal law. Section 230 
of the Communications Decency Act 
affords significant immunity for such 
postings to interactive online service 
providers, including blogs and other 
social media platforms provided by 
associations. Even with this protection, 
association staff should remove 
disparaging comments immediately and 
include a no-tolerance policy for 
defamatory statements in the 
association's online terms of use. 
 
Intellectual Property Infringement 
Social media platforms allow users to 
post comments, pictures, speeches, 
music and videos with ease. This 
functionality obviously has benefits, but it 
also creates liability risks. It allows 
members and staff to publicly share 
information that does not belong to them 
and potentially infringe on another's 
intellectual property rights. 
 
Intellectual property can be broadly 
defined, but it most often refers to 
copyright, patent and trademark rights. 
Examples of intellectual property that can 
be protected include articles, books, 
photographs, speeches, software code, 

Blake Hegeman, CAE 
is Deputy General 
Counsel for the VA 
Association of 
Realtors. You can write 
him at 
blake@varealtor.com.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

3 DANGER ZONES FOR SOCIAL MEDIA LIABILITY 

HEALTH CARE CORNER 

High Deductible Health Plans (HDHPs) 
enable employees and individuals to 
open a Health Savings Account ñHSAò 
which enables them to take advantage 
of favorable tax treatments on certain 
qualified medical expenses, 
contributions and distributions.  HDHPôs 
require a person to take the risk of 
having a high deductible on their health 
plan, but in turn that risk can be offset by 
a lower premium and favorable tax 
benefits. 

 

 
Questions? Contact:   
Monty Dise, President 
Asset Protection Group, Inc. 

mdise@apgroupinc.com  
804-423-7700 

(Continued on page 6) 
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A donation form, donation display 
template, and a current list of donations, 
as well as an event registration form, are 
all available online at www.vsae.org.  

 

Please note that this yearôs annual holiday 
auction proceeds will be used to make a 
substantial contribution to Jill's Blankets, 
an organization named in honor of VSAE 
member Mike Wardôs wife. Before her 
passing, she organized a group of family 
and friends to make lap blankets for those 

who are receiving 
cancer treatments. 
This charity was 
designated by 
VSAE's Community 
Service Committee.  

(Continued from page 1) 

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON & SILENT AUCTION - CONTINUED Silent Auction Donors: (as of 10/31/2014) 
 
Andrew Stiles Fly Fishing Adventures 
Arena Racing USA  
Bizport 
The Boar's Head   
Charles Finley, CAE  
Crowne Plaza Hampton Marina   
Demas Boudreaux, Professional Pianist 
DoubleTree by Hilton Charlottesville 
DoubleTree by Hilton Richmond-
Midlothian  

DoubleTree by Hilton Sterling Dulles 
Airport 

DoubleTree by Hilton Virginia Beach 
DoubleTree by Hilton Williamsburg  
Eisenman & Associates, Inc.    
Embassy Suites Hampton Roads - Hotel, 
Spa & Convention Center  

Embassy Suites Richmond & Executive 
Meeting Center   

Fredericksburg Regional Tourism 
Partnership  

Greater Richmond Convention Center 
The Greenbrier  
Hampton Convention & Visitor Bureau 
Hilton Richmond Hotel & Spa at Short 
Pump  

Holiday Inn Virginia Beach ï Norfolk 
Hotel & Conference Center  

The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center 
Hyatt Fairfax  
The Inn at Virginia Tech & Skelton 
Conference Center  

James River Transportation  
Keswick Hall  
Kingsmill Resort   
The Omni Homestead  
Omni Richmond Hotel   
Powell Kohne Associates, LLC 
Renaissance Portsmouth-Norfolk 
Waterfront Hotel   

Sanderling Resort  
Sheraton Roanoke Hotel & Conference 
Center   

Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference 
Center   

TK Promotions   
Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors 
Bureau   

Virginia Beer Wholesalers Association  
Virginia International Raceway 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation  
Virginia Recreation & Park Society  
Virginia Society of CPAs  
Virginia State Golf Association  
Virginia Tourism Corporation   
Virginia Transportation Construction 
Alliance   

VisitNorfolk  
Westfields Marriott Washington Dulles 
Westin Richmond Hotel   
Westin Virginia Beach Town Center   
 
 
Auction Fund Supporters: 
 
Barbara Homiller, CAE 
Michael Ward, VA Petroleum Council 

Live Auction Item 
 
From Virginia International 
Raceway, a VIP experience with 2 
tickets to TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championshipôs Oak Tree Grand 
Prix (August 21-23, 2015) PLUS VIP 
Experience for two, including a hot 
lap in an IMSA car and IMSA guided 
tour of the pits. You cannot buy this 
anywhere. 
Estimated Value: $4,500. 
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NEW LOBBYIST DISCLOSURE & REPORTING REQUIREMENTS - CONTINUED 

Meeting Planner 
November 18, 2014 
8:30 - 10:00 a.m. 
VA Association of Community Banks 
 
Emerging Association 
Professionals 
December 4, 2014 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Strangeways Brewery 
 
Membership 
February 3, 2015 
8:30 - 10:00 a.m. 
TBD 
 
Register online at www.vsae.org, 
click Online Registration in the 
Events & Education Section. 

UPCOMING SIGS MEETINGS 

(Continued from page 1) 

IMPORTANT DATES 2014-2015 

November December January February March April May 

11/21/2014 
Gifts Notification: 
Deadline to provide 
executive and legislative 
officials notice of 
tangible or intangible 
gifts provided from May 
1st to October 31st. 

12/15/2014 
Lobbyist Disclosure:  
Deadline to file first  
semi-annual lobbyist 
disclosure (covering 
activity from May 1st to 
October 31st). Filed with 
the SOC. 

12/31/2014 
Campaign Finance:  
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions (covering 
second half of 2014). 

Jan-Feb 2015 
General Assembly Session.  

3/31/2015 
Campaign Finance: 
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions through 
March 31st.  

5/1/2015 
Lobbyist Registration: 
First day of the new 
lobbying registration 
year. All lobbyists who 
registered during the 
previous 12 months  
and wish to continue 
must file new  
registration forms. 

5/21/2015 
Gifts Notification:  
Deadline to provide executive 
and legislative officials notice 
of tangible or intangible gifts 
provided from November 1, 
2014 ï April 30, 2015.  

6/1/2015
Campaign Finance
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions from 
April 1st 

¶ Created an Ethics Advisory Council. 

¶ Changed disclosure for lobbyists from annual 
to semi-annual. 

¶ Put a $250 limit on ñtangibleò gifts from 
lobbyists and companies seeking state 
contracts. 

¶ Did not stiffen penalties. 

¶ Made minimal changes to disclosure forms. 

SUMMARY OF HB 1211 
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ETHICS ADVISORY COUNCIL APPOINTEES 

¶ Four members appointed by Speaker of 

the House (one of which will be a member 
of the House and one will be a former 
member of the House). 

¶ Four members appointed by the Senate 

Rules Committee (one of which will be a 
member of the Senate and one will be a 
former member of the Senate). 

¶ Four members appointed by the 

Governor (two of which will be executive 
branch employees). 

¶ One member appointed by the Attorney 

General. 

¶ One member appointed by the Senate 

Rules Committee, selected from three 
nominees chosen by the Virginia 
Association of Counties. 

¶ One member appointed by the Speaker 

of the House, selected from three 
nominees chosen by the Virginia Municipal 
League. 

June July August September October November December 

Deadline to provide executive 
and legislative officials notice 

6/1/2015 
Campaign Finance: 
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions from  
April 1st to May 27th.  

6/15/2015 
Lobbyist Disclosure:  
Deadline to file first semi-
annual lobbyist disclosure 
(covering activity from No-
vember 1, 2014 to April 30, 
2015). Filed with SOC. 

6/30/2015 
Campaign Finance: 
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions from  
May 28th to June 30th.  

8/31/2015 
Campaign Finance: 
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions during 
July and August. 

9/30/2015 
Campaign Finance: 
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions during 
September.  

10/21/2015 
Campaign Finance: 
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions from 
October 1st to 21st. 

10/22/2015 
Campaign Finance  
24-Hour Disclosures: 
Starting October 22nd 
and continuing through 
Election Day,  
candidates must report 
any donation (including 
in-kind) by the end of 
the next business day 
following receipt.  

11/15/2015 
Ethics Advisory 
Council Report: 
Deadline for Ethics 
Advisory Council to 
provide General  
Assembly with list of 
recommended 
changes to all 
disclosure forms.  

11/21/2015 
Gifts Notification: 
Deadline to provide 
executive and  
legislative officials 
notice of tangible or 
intangible gifts  
provided from May 1st 
to October 31st.  

12/3/2015 
Campaign Finance: 
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions from 
October 2nd to  
November 27th.  

12/15/2015 
Lobbyist Disclosure: 
Deadline to file first 
semi-annual lobbyist 
disclosure (covering 
activity from May 1st  
to October 31st). Filed 
with the Ethics Advisory 
Council. 

12/31/2015 
Campaign Finance: 
Provide legislatorsô 
staff with notification of 
any in-kind campaign 
contributions from 
November 28th to 
December 31st. 

EXPO EVALUATION PRIZE 

WINNER 

Congratulations to Kendall Tyree, 
Executive Director of the VA 
Association of Soil & Water 
Conservation Districts, who was the 
winner of the Expo Evaluation Prize. 
 
Her prize was a treasure of beach 
baubles from the Virginia Beach 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
 
Donôt miss out! Submit your event 
evaluation through Survey Monkey 
to be eligible to win. 

For a printable checklist version of  
the disclosure timeline below, visit 
www.vsae.org/ethics_timeline. 


